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Community involvement sheds light to a desperate family

zee Kagema 76, is a father of seven
children aged between four months and
18 years. Kagema hails from Muthen-
gera village located along the Nyahururu -Kinamba
road. From a distance one would assume Mzee

Kagema is the grand-

doesn’'t understand the importance of education.
The plight of Mzee Kagema reached the
community programme for street and needy children
through a member of the community who got
concerned by the condition of the children. The

programme decide to

father or the great
grandfather to his own
children.

He lost his 35-year-old
wife through childbirth
complications taking
care of the children is
a baffling thing at his
age; preparing meals,
feeding them and
bathing his last-born.
Mzee Kagema's state
of mind was greatly
affected long before
the death of his wife.
His ability to determine
when to prepare

visit him at home and

confirm the situation.

From outside, the house
appeared modest and
neat but inside the
house, it befits a cow-
shed. The bed com-
prised a handful of rag-

ged

beddings, which  he
shared, with four of his
children.

The family was found to
be in urgent need of

basic needs. The only
assistance to the chil-
dren came through the

meals, feed the
children and delegate
family chores like

looking after the cattle was greatly affected. His
one-acre farm cannot feed the children because he
is not able to plan with the crop calendar.

His children do not go to school because he

Member s of the community constructing a new home

State.

area volunteer which
included food, seeds for
planting. He also mobi-

lized the community to provide
labor through out the crop season. However, it was
difficult to achieve this owing to Kagema’'s mental

(Continued on Page 4)

| DC Laikieia visits St. Martin CSA I

n 2" August 2005 the

Laikipia District Commis-

sioner Mr. Wilson Njega vis-
ited St. Martin CSA. He was received
by the director Fr. Gabriele Pipinato
and other staff members.
The organization® Director Fr. Gab-
riele explained that St. Martin operates
through the motto
“ONLY THROUGH COMMUNITY".
This is a way of community
involvement through the volunteers
who care for the less fortunate in their
various communities. The organization
facilitates by offering training to over

800 community volunteers, serving in
the different programmes recruited
from the communities.

The number has increased

rapidly by 100, which is a sign of com-
mitment from the community to care
for vulnerable members amongst
them. “The poor are the source of love
for us and for the society”

said Fr. Gabriele.

The DC also visited Talitha Kum Home
which houses HIV positive children.
On behalf of the government, the DC
thanked St. Martin CSA for
implementing the government desire in

offering aid to the children. He added
that Talitha kum is a home away from
home. He was accompanied by the
DO Nyahururu Division, Ms. Caroline
Nzwiri and other senior district
officials. He was presented with a

St. Martin video cassette covering the
activities of St. Martin.

The visit increased collaboration with
the Government as the DC promised
to present a government calendar of
activities for St. Martin to be involved
in its matters and to discuss topical
issues on community development.
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Biblical Basisof &. Martin CSA

ay they all be one, just as, father, you are in
me and | am in you, may they also be in us, so that
the world may believe it was you who sent me. | have
given them the glory you gave to me, that they may
be one as we are one. With me in them and you in
me, may they be so perfect in unity that the world may
recognize that it was you who sent me and you have
loved them as you have loved me”
(John 17:20-23)
In doing so we will have a solid, united society built on
the foundation of love, trust and solidarity.
“As it is, there are many parts, but one body.

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don't need
you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don't
need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the
parts that we think are less honourable we treat with
special honour. And the parts that are unpresentable
are treated with special modesty, while our present-
able parts need no special treatment.

But God has combined the members of the body
and has given greater honour to the parts that lacked
it, *° that there should be no division in the body, but
that its parts should have equal concern for each
other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if
one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it.

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you
is a part of it. And in the church God has appointed
first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers,
then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of
healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of
administration, and those speaking in different kinds

of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all

teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of
healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?
Set you hearts then on the more important gifts.

12 (Corinthians 20-30)

Community takes responsibility over HIV/AIDS orphans

anjiru, Kangethe and

Wang'ombe are three
brothers living in a village called
Riteti, within St. Martin’s project
area North of Nyahururu town.
They were orphaned by AIDS at
the age of 14, 12 and 8
respectively. Grace, their mother
was a single parent and died of
AIDS- related illnesses at the age

Community membersin afundraising meeting

of 35 years. She left them behind
in a one roomed grass thatched hut
built by their grandparents. The hut
was in a sorry state and was falling
apart.

When Josephine died, her son
Kangethe had just joined a local
secondary school in the area. After
a spell in the school, the school
fees went unpaid and the school
administration

discontinued his
studies. Kangethe was
not to be

accepted back into
the school until the
school fees arrears
were paid.

The area of Rite falls
under a

community volunteer
in the Community
Programme for
HIV/IAIDS  Alcohol
and Drug Abuse
(CPHAADA) pro-

gramme by the name Jecinta. Je-
cinta has the

responsibility of checking on
(CPHAADA) beneficiaries.

At this time while making her follow
up, she learnt about the perils of
the family and reported the same to
the programme. The matter was
assessed by the area social
worker.

Who visited the family and the
chairman of the local church where
the orphans were members.
Through the local administration,
made up of the area chief and
elders of the village, a community
meeting was convened to discuss
the plight of the orphans. The
social worker in the meeting talked
about St. Martin, its Vision, Mission
and Approach. As a result, fund

rising was conducted.
(Continued on Page 3)
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imon was born to a single

mother six years ago. As
soon as she glanced at him, she
knew he was not quite normal. He
had a cleft on his upper lip. Due to
difficult financial circumstances at
home, Simon left and went to live
with his grandmother in one of the
slums around Gatero. A neighbour
who had benefited from St. Martin
CSA services 3 years earlier saw
Simon and asked him to come to
St. Martin. He was screened and
enlisted to benefit from the ‘cleft lip
surgery’ an initiative of Doctors
from Netherlands who visit Kenya
every year.

However, Simon’s grandmother
put obstacles on the way to the
boy’s operation delaying it by over
two years. At first she said that it
was God who created the boy that
way and hence it was ungodly to
operate on him. The following year,
she said she could not afford the
small fee charged for consultation.
To avoid further delay, the (CPPD)
community volunteers took up the
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THANKS FOR FIXING MY LIP

matter and mobilized the commu-
nity around the slum to contribute
money for the boy’s operation. The
neighbours talked to Simon’'s
grandmother while the Community
Mobilization staff of St. Martin CSA
went to talk to the leaders in the
area.

His problem has
created solidarity
among the people

Within a short time the slum
dwellers and their neighbours, de-
spite their low economic status,
raised enough money for the down
payment and bus fare. The child
was taken to the doctors for con-
sultation. He was wheeled into the
makeshift theatre and had his cleft
sealed on September 2004. What

had seemed impossible
happened. All those who had in a
way assisted Simon were proud of

the result. Shortly afterwards,
Simon accidentally fell injuring him-
self on the healing lip and devel-
oped complications that needed
Doctors attention. The community
came together again, more enthu-
siastically this time, and contrib-
uted more money for his treatment.
Simon is now a handsome
six-year-old boy. He looks normal
and has almost forgotten how it felt
like having a cleft lip. More impor-
tant is the impact Simon had on his
community. His problem has cre-
ated solidarity among the people.
They came together to help him,
felt the joy of sharing and now they
all feel that the child is their own in
a way. Simon will also grow up with
a greater sense of belonging. He
may have started as a poor vulner-
able child but could later become a
great pride for the community.

Community takesresponsibility over HIV/AIDS orphans

(Continued from page 3)

Different resources were donated in the form of food,
clothes, building materials and money. The money
together with the building material collected were
enough to construct a decent house for the orphans
and clear the outstanding school fees balance for

offered to consider

ing.

Kangethe for school bursaries be-

sides giving him manual jobs during school holidays to
supplement his school fees. The programme also
assisted by paying Kshs 6,000 per year as part of
school fees for him besides other services like counsel-

Kangethe.

The community also donated a piece of land, provided seed,
fertilizer and labor supplemented by the programme to
ensure the orphans had become self reliant with food.
There after the social worker visited the principal of
Riteti secondary school and discussed the plight of
Kangethe. An agreement was made and the principal

Today, Kangethe is happily continuing with his secon-
dary education and his performance if maintained
guarantees him a place in the National Universities. At
home the children have become the responsibility of
the community and are well provided for and cared for.
They are able to live a decent life.

2005 VOLUNTEER’S DAYS will be celebrated as follows.

DATE ZONE VENUE TIME

5/11/05 N.Kinangop Ndunyu Njeru Parish 9:30 A.M
30/10/05 Sipili/ Muhotetu Sipili Parish 9:30 A.M
30/10/05 Ol Moran Ol Moran Parish 9:30 AM
6/11/05 Mairo Nne/Nyahururu Mairo Nne Parish 9:30 A.M
6/11/05 Marmanet Marmanet Parish 9:30 AM
5/11/05 Igwamiti Igwamiti Parish 9:30 A.M
6/11/05 Kinamba/Muchongoi Kinamba Parish 9:30 A.M
12/11/05 St. Martin’s Day St. Martin CSA Hall 9:30 A.M

On behalf of the St. Martin CSA community we wish to thank the dedicated community
volunteers who have effortlessly offered to support our brothers and sisters who need our help.

Lets meet on these days . Be punctual.
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Campaign against domestic violence!

ncidences of domestic daily basis. A doctor from the The question is. What are we the
violence have become Nyahururu District Hospital also community at large doing to reduce
rampant in our society today. reported 2-3 domestic violent cases incidences of domestic violence?
Men, women and children tell of the per week. It is time to take charge and this vice that
abuse they have gone through within The major cause of domestic has threatened and end even taken

their own ‘secure homes’ day in day out. violence in these areas is poverty.  away the innocent lives.

Itis seen on their faces, the pain seems  Other causes include drug abuse, Itistime to break the silence.

to never go away and great confusion ~ consumption of illicit brew, and lack Volunteers of St. Martin CSA
engulfs them, that such bad things can  of employment. Poverty leads to community led by human right

happen to them and of all places at extra marital affairs which in turn campaigners will be conducting a
‘home’. results to, emotional torture; one week campaign against
Domestic violence refers to incidences of disabilities, unwanted pregnancies, domestic violence from 7 ot
violent behavior against a person ,done  HIV AIDS, and eventually death. February year 2006 in different

by another, both living in the same home What makes one wonder is the fact areas.

or environment. that women going through domestic Together they will unite as one
This behavior violates a person’s violence have accepted the community to SAY NO TO DOMESTIC
rights and dignity. suffering and there is nothing they  VIOLENCE and emphasize that this is a
According to cases reported to the feel they can do about the situation. violation of human rights.

Community Programme For Active- On the other hand men who are The theme of the campaign will be
Non Violence and Human Rights victims of domestic violence seldom BREAK THE SILENCE SAY NO TO
(CPANV/HR) from the areas of go public for fear of being DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

Ngomongo, Oljabet and Manguo intimidated by their fellow men. Let us join hands together and
areas, it was found out that 2-4 Children continue to suffer because bring a stop to this vice!.

cases of domestic Violence are of threats given, should they report

reported to the area chiefs on a violence inflicted upon them.

e

Community involvement sheds light to a
desperate family

(Continued from page 1)

The volunteer consulted with the programme and
it was agreed that the best way to a lasting
solution was only through community mobilization.
The needs to be addressed urgently were shelter,
food and clothing. A programme was set and the
volunteer took the responsibility of community
awareness to raise funds through the local
churches. He did this in 8 churches.

The community responded positively by providing
food, clothing, materials for renovating the house
and labor. 30 people participated in putting up a
new house for the family.

Beyond the immediate family needs the
community realized the need to involve the
extended family members to search for a
sustainable solution. A date was set for a family
gathering. Overwhelmed by the community
concern the family members traveled from far to
attend the meeting. They were touched by
community love and solidarity in caring for the
needy amongst them. Despite their immense
wealth of number and resources they were blind
of the poor among them including their own
relation. The community gave them an opportunity
to realize their own poverty and grow in love as
they vowed to support the family of Mzee
Kagema.




